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Who we are: Head + Heart, Together 
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Mission
To improve health and well-being in partnership 

with our members, patients and community.

Vision
Health as it could be, affordability as it must be, 

through relationships built on trust.

Values

EXCELLENCE
We strive for the 
best results and 
always look for 

ways to improve.

COMPASSION
We care and show 

empathy and 
respect for each 

person.

PARTNERSHIP
We are strongest 

when we work 
together and with 

those we serve.

INTEGRITY
We are open and 

honest and we 
keep our 

commitments



Our Sustainability Commitment
HealthPartners is committed to caring for the places where we live and work.

We want to provide a healthier, cleaner and more livable environment for our 
members, patients, colleagues and future generations.

We will:

Expand the use of sustainable and earth-friendly practices that help us 
work smarter, be healthier and save money

Encourage employees to participate in, champion or support 
sustainability practices, both at work and at home

Measure and monitor our progress toward our sustainability goals

Lead, advocate or implement initiatives that improve the 
health and well-being of the communities we serve
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Community safety

Education

Family & social support

Employment

Built environment

Environmental quality

Income

Unsafe sex

Alcohol use

Diet & exercise

Tobacco use

Access to care

Quality of care

Physical environment
(10%)

Social & economic factors
(40%)

Health behaviors
(30%)

Clinical care
(20%)

Health Factors

Programs and Policies

Health Outcomes
Mortality (length of life): 50%

Morbidity (quality of life): 50%

County Health Rankings model © 2010 UWPHI







We are now spewing 110 million tons of manmade global
warming pollution into the thin shell of our atmosphere

every 24 hours, as if it were an open sewer.



As the CO2 concentration 
increases, more of the 
outgoing infrared 
radiation is trapped.
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People relate to climate change in 
three ways:

• Through the weather they 
experience

• Its’ economic impact
• Their personal health impacts

Rhiana Gunn-Wright
Fresh Energy Benefit Breakfast, October 2, 2019



The average annual temperature in 
the Twin Cities warmed 3.2° F (1.8° C) 

between 1951 and 2012.

Average winter temperatures warmed 
4.5° F (2.5° C) in the same period.



In the next 50 years, Minnesota is 
projected to experience 30 more 

days with temperatures above 90° F, 
and 30 fewer days with temperatures 

below freezing, on average.



The heat index at the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
International Airport reached 115° on July 19, 2019.



Karachi, Pakistan
June 23, 2015

© 2015 AP Photo/Shakil Adil

Over 1,200 people died in 
the Pakistan heat wave.



Karachi, Pakistan
May 20, 2016



Minneapolis, Minnesota
January 29, 2019

© 2019 Brian Peterson/Star Tribune via AP

Temperatures in 
Minneapolis reached -28°
F, with a wind chill of -53°.



Tucson, Arizona
August 8, 2015



Three locations in Minnesota 
set new statewide annual 
precipitation records in 

2018. Harmony holds the 
new record at 60.21 inches.

Photo © Vyzasatya/Wikicommons CC BY 2.5
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St. Paul, Minnesota
March 27, 2019



Minneapolis, Minnesota
April 10, 2019

Photo © 2019 Annabelle Marcovici/Sipa USA via AP Images

A “bomb cyclone” closed 
schools, roads, and 
caused at least 500 vehicle 
crashes across Minnesota.



Wrenshall, Minnesota

Photo © 2018 Chris Cheney/Minnesota Department of Transportation via AP

Flash flooding washed 
out roads and highways 
in northeastern Minnesota.

June 17, 2018



Minneapolis, Minnesota

Photo © 2015 Jeff Wheeler/Star Tribune via AP

July 6, 2015

Smoke from wildfires 
in Canada prompted a 
public health warning 
in the Twin Cities.
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“The health, safety and well-being 
of millions of people in the U.S. 
have already been harmed by 

human-caused climate change,
and health risks in the future are 

dire without urgent action.”

U.S. Call to Action on Climate, Health, and Equity
(A Coalition of 74 U.S. Medical Organizations)

June 2019



How Does Climate Change Effect Health?
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The nation’s first campaign to engage 5,000 health professionals around climate change and health
A collaboration between Health Care Without Harm & Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments



The Nurses’ Climate Challenge (NCC): Goals

• Educate 50,000 health 
professionals by 2022 on climate 
change and health

• Build a cohort of informed and 
more-engaged health 
professionals in care settings

• Launch a movement of health 
professionals committed to 
climate solutions at home and in 
care settings





Energy use for 
heating, cooling, 

lighting, and 
water use

Employee 
commutes

Meat 
production & 

food transport

Waste 
anesthetic 

gases

Supplies & 
materials
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treatment, and 
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Health Care Contributes 
to Climate Change

Nearly 10% of U.S. 
greenhouse gas 

emissions







Thirty years ago the mosquito 
season in Minneapolis was 
74 days long, on average.

Now it averages 108 days each year.



In Minnesota up to 4,000 deaths each 
year—10% of all deaths in the state—

are linked to air pollution.
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Relative Air Pollution Risks in the Twin Cities
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Xcel Energy plans to produce 30% 
of its electricity from carbon-free 

sources by 2020 and 100% by 2050.

It also aims to reduce 
emissions 80% by 2030.



Since 2006, Minneapolis’ emissions have declined 
20% while economic growth has increased 30%.

Photo © Education Images/Universal Images Group via Getty Images



St. Paul and St. Louis Park, 
Minnesota have both committed to 
using 100% renewable electricity.

Photo © Saibal Ghosh via Shutterstock



Join (or start!) a 
green team for 

large-scale 
planning efforts

Carpool, bike, 
walk, or take 

public transport

Choose local and 
sustainable foods 
and reduce food 

waste 

Reduce OR 
energy use  and 

waste

Include climate risks 
in emergency 

preparedness plans

Educate 
patients and 
colleagues

Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle

Educate your 
community

How to Take Action 
in Health Care: Just 

a Few Examples



Climate Smart Health Care

• Focusing on energy efficiency first
• Incorporating renewable energy 
• Purchased Four Electric Vehicles 
• Advocating for clean air 

• Healthcare Climate Council 
• Clean Air MN
• Nurses Climate Challenge
• Signed We Are Still In
• Health Care Climate Challenge
• Climate Reality Trained 

HealthPartners 
Carbon Footprint



2018 Results

• >$430K in Rebates
• >$380K ongoing annual savings
• >6,150 MWh solar production
• Equivalent to 820 houses worth of 

energy/year

• >$150K in Solar Savings & 
Rebates 

• Sustainable Transportation 
investments

New Methodist Boilers

Neuroscience Building
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Take action now

Use your voiceyour vote  your choices

Go to 24hoursofreality.org



Your world depends on it.


